




Chair’s Report 2009-2010 
 
First of all, I would like to thank the PTA for all their hard work in achieving the magnificent changes to the playground. It is also such a pleasure 
to see the thriving vegetables at the school entrance. Now we are nurturing a number of young trees, too, as part of a London-wide project. 
 
The Darell wall-hanging in the Mayor’s parlour took pride of place amongst some of the Borough’s art collection. The Mayor chose a stunning 
African sunset painting for her Christmas card this year – also a Darell product! 
 
The OFSTED inspection has set us some ambitious targets as governors, and we have been taking a hard look at how we can work together as 
a school community to achieve outstanding status. We need to promote Darell as the first-choice school for the local area. 
 
This year we said goodbye to Brian Glover who had been a wonderful Deputy Head for over 20 years and we welcome our new Deputy, Deborah 
Lane.      
 
Celia Hodges (Chair of Governors) 
 
 

Welcome Committee 2009-2010 
 
The welcome committee have had a busy and active year, meeting six times to fulfil our remit to promote the school to parents, pupils and the 
wider community. We have standardised all the printed material which comes from Darell, using Darell green and the tree logo wherever 
possible. This includes the website, which is continually updated to reflect our school’s current activities. The prospectus has been completely 
revised and produced in a stylish booklet form.  
 
Parents and pupils have completed surveys, using a more quantitative style questionnaire. Their views and responses were analysed and acted 
upon wherever possible. We held an Open Day on 24

th
 June, attracting several families to view the school in action. The schools profile through 

the local media has been heightened as many of the enrichment activities have hit the news, some of which include book week, tree planting, 
cookbook launch, Christmas nativity show, Year 6 leavers’ production of Cinderella and a Mayoral visit or two. 
 
Sara Tricker (Chair) 
 
 

Achievement and Curriculum Committee 2009-2010 
 
The Achievement and Curriculum Committee has met six times this year and, along with the full governing body, has reviewed its terms of 
reference in the aim of making it more effective and efficient.   A full copy of the terms of reference is available if required but the main 
responsibilities include: 
 

• Monitoring and evaluating the school based on local and national performance data 

• Ensuring that all learners receive the full statutory curriculum and beyond 

• Monitoring and reviewing school policies 
 
The committee then reports back to the full governing body. 
 
Our main focus this year has been to respond to our latest Ofsted report. We have analysed our results and helped to produce the action plan to 
improve the areas highlighted in the report.  This has included extra maths provision, 1 to 1 teaching, visiting other schools and having specialist 
teachers visit the school and work with both staff and children.  This is an ongoing process and we will be reviewing how these interventions are 
progressing regularly over the next year.  The school has also introduced a new marking policy that is being reviewed similarly. 
 
This information is then used, together with input from the Head teacher, staff, the School Improvement Partner and full governing body, to 
produce the School Development Plan which drives the direction and focus of the school. 
 
As chair of the committee, I would like to thank everyone who has contributed their time, ideas and energy over the year and the members of 
staff who work so hard to produce the new policies and statistical information for us to be able fulfil our terms of reference. 
 
Caroline Clark (Chair) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Resources Committee 2009-2010 (Formerly Finance Committee and Personnel Working Group) 
 
(The two groups have now joined to form a Resources Committee.) 
 
 
Major Capital Projects 
 
Window Replacement Programme 
 
Over the last year, we have succeeded in completing the programme to replace the school’s windows with double-glazed units. This has been a 
major capital programme and we committed the majority of our capital budget for the past three years on this project alone. The total cost was 
around £200,000, and we were able to get grants from the Local Authority to help us fund the works. We now have a very energy-efficient school 
– as well as windows that open and close properly! 
 
 



School Playground Improvements 
 
This major project is a great example of partnership between the school and the PTA, who co-funded the project. We thank them for their 
fundraising to make these improvements possible. I am sure you agree that the newly-laid-out and equipped playgrounds provide a much better 
playspace for the children. 
 
IT Infrastructure Project 
 
Within the last couple of months, we have had the whole school building cabled to allow full networking throughout the school. This is part of a 
rolling programme to update and improve our IT capability and will be key to ensuring that school data can be backed up securely and hopefully 
will ultimately allow families remote access to their children’s work and progress reports in the future. 
 
The whole project will cost around £28,000 and we have allocated funds from last year’s and the current year’s capital budgets to enable phases 
1 and 2 to be put in place. 
 
 
The School Budget 
 
We continue to face a very tight financial year. Our budgeted income for this year is just over £1.39m. and our projected expenditure is just over 
£1.37m.  Over 80% of our budget goes on staffing costs, which leaves a relatively modest amount to spend on other costs.   
As the budget income is largely driven by pupil numbers, we have a need to maximise pupils in the school and will be reinstating an additional 
Key Stage 2 class from September 2010. We have already had many enquiries from families moving into the area and we are reasonably hopeful 
we can take in more pupils next academic year. We have built a target to increase pupil numbers into our School Development Plan and we are 
seeking external advice on ways to market the school to local families and community users. We would ask parents to promote the school to 
friends and neighbours who are looking for primary schools and encourage them to come to look around, as we find many families like what they 
see once they get through the door. 
 
 
Personnel Matters 
 
The Personnel Group’s main project over the past year has been to help Laura recruit a new Deputy to replace Brian Glover. We are delighted 
that we were able to attract Deborah Lane to join us last term.   
Throughout the year we have reviewed and updated a number of policies covering grievance, disciplinary and probationary procedures.   
 
Anna Gilbert (Chair) 
John Page (Deputy Chair) 

 
 
Achievements in Premises 2009-2010 
 
It's generally been a 'business as usual' sort of year as regards the school building. The project to replace all of the windows and many doors in 
the building has been completed. 
 
The school grounds have benefited from the most work over the past year. Credit for the superb redevelopment of the Junior and Infant 
playgrounds must go to the PTA. A lot of hard work and effort went into making sure this turned out as well as it has. The developments have 
included the construction of a Multi-Use Games Area and an adventure trail in the Junior playground and a range of play activities on a safety 
surface (climbing wall, bridge, houses, etc.) in the Infant playground. 
 
The playgrounds have also benefited enormously from the effort put in by Rachel Howard and pupils. The new planters and revamped flower 
beds in both playgrounds are a welcome addition to the school environment. 
 
Possible plans for the expansion of the school to two forms of entry are being discussed alongside those for the moving of the Unit to the ground 
floor. The Unit is due to open in its new location in September 2011. There are no definite plans to expand, though discussions continue. 
 
In May, Claire Pierce (LA Health and Safety officer) visited the school and completed a site inspection with the caretaker and the Headteacher to 
update the fire risk assessment to ensure compliancy with requirements. 
 
Mark Williams (Chair) 
 
 

Achievements in Literacy 2009-2010 
 
It has been a productive year with a series of developments taking place across two key stages. 
 
 
KS1 
 
We continue to drive forward the changes in the infant curriculum, which is centred on quality children’s texts. We have now organised a 
complete 2-year programme based around authors and poets such as Anthony Browne, Grace Nichols, Maurice Sendak and Ted Hughes. 
 
In handwriting and spelling, Key Stage 1 has successfully adopted Ruth Miskin’s Read Write Inc. scheme. This is a multi-sensory approach to 
handwriting and phonics. 
 
 
KS2 
 
We are implementing a text-led approach in Key Stage 2, and have begun by studying authors such as E. B. White (Charlotte’s Web), Beverley 
Naidoo (Journey to Jo’burg), and Michelle Magorian (Goodnight Mr Tom). All of these texts have linked strongly to many areas of the curriculum, 
with particular focus on our class topics and literacy. 
The new Nelson handwriting scheme has been introduced to Key Stage 2, chosen specifically as it links closely with the handwriting approach in 
Key Stage 1. This ensures a smoother transition between key stages.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
General 
 
Once again, this academic year has seen a successful Book Week, based around the Caribbean and the poetry of Val Bloom. Lots of guest 
speakers, actors and artists were invited to ensure a rich learning experience for children of all ages.   
 
The yearly trip to the Orange Tree Theatre was enjoyed by all of Key Stage 2, and further enhanced through a series of excellent workshops 
based on Henry V. 
 
We have also held a number of book fairs, assisted by parents and well-attended by children across the school. The profits went towards the 
purchase of books for the school and prizes for the Book Week Challenge. 
 
Claire Marchant 
 
 

Achievements in Maths 2009-2010 
 
We have continued to work hard on raising standards of achievement in mathematics. To achieve this, we have moved to whole-class maths 
teaching in the Junior department in September 2009. This has resulted in greater continuity and progression for the children.  
 
The Deputy Headteacher continues to work with more able mathematicians across the junior department. We have also benefited from the 
support of an Advanced Skills Teacher and a Leading Maths Teacher who have been working alongside staff and pupils throughout the year. We 
have also had a teacher form Shene Secondary School offering additional maths sessions for gifted and talented pupils. 
 
These initiatives have had a positive impact on our provision and our Key Stage 2 SATs results are steadily improving. In April, we held a maths 
curriculum open morning where parents/carers were invited to come and visit classes during lesson time. This was well attended and helped 
parents to gain a better understanding of how maths is taught.  
 
Kathryn Hayward 
 
 

Achievements in Science 2009-2010 
 
The highlight of the year in terms of science was ‘Environment Week’. It was an opportunity to learn the importance of protecting and caring for 
our planet whilst everybody, children and staff, had lots of fun. 
 
The environment week got off to a great start when Recycler, the rapping robot, visited our school. He taught the children the importance of 
recycling our waste and explained why we need to reduce, reuse and recycle.  
 
The children then took part in recycled relays and became confident at sorting their rubbish. Year 6 participated and were victorious in ‘the 
rubbish challenge’, a recycling game. 
 
This was just the beginning! We received many other visitors: a local artist offered a recycled art workshop to every class, Drew Colby brought 
environmental stories to life through puppetry and the Tropical Forest Road Show gave children the opportunity to handle an array of animals 
including spiders, snakes and frogs. There were dance workshops and environmental music sessions; the list was endless! 
 
Each class participated in a variety of activities. They fashioned their own reusable bags, collected litter in the local area, created newspaper 
structures and recycled paper. 
 
Environment week was rubbish! Literally, every class was filled with rubbish. In reality, what a triumph! It didn’t take long for the children to 
creatively transform a mountain of waste into fantastic recycled hats and then share their creations at the recycled fashion show. 
 
Rachel Howard 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Achievements in ICT 2009-2010 
 
It has been an exciting year in terms of ICT development at Darell. All classrooms and offices now have hard access to the network and the 
internet, resulting in greater reliability and less frustration for staff! The new server will be in use by September, meaning that the school will have 
its own local area network. All school documents, including teacher’s planning and children’s work, will be stored centrally and accessed remotely 
with passwords. 
 



To support these new developments, a variety of different software is, at present, being trialled by teachers to ensure that the remaining budget is 
spent wisely on programmes which will benefit the children’s learning across the curriculum. 
Across the school there has been an increase in the use of more sophisticated technology such as animation and movie making to support 
learning, and this has been apparent in assemblies. The older children also now have their own memory sticks to store work. 
 
Staff have also benefited this year from the introduction of the electronic registering system, Integris, to store information regarding assessment 
data and the electronic diary which can be accessed by all. 
 
We look forward to the new server, which will bring even greater benefits! 
 
Jayne Blake 
Emma Hussey 
 
 

 
Achievements in Physical Education 2009-2010 
 
It has been another busy and exciting year for PE throughout the school.  Motivating clubs and activities have been offered, as well as stimulating 
PE sessions.   
 
 
EYFS/KS1 
 
The children have been extremely lucky to have ‘Fitkids’ offered to them as an after-school club, and this has been extremely popular with 
Reception and Year 1 children.  Fitkids have also worked with Nursery as part of their curriculum-based time, supporting the children to develop 
their gross motor skills.  
 
 
KS2 
 
KS2 have had a wide range of experiences available to them throughout the year.  As part of the Gifted and Talented programme, the children 
organised a mini sports day for children in Year 1.  All years also had free rugby training provided by London Scottish Rugby club.  The Gifted 
and Talented children then had the opportunity of a tour around Twickenham Rugby Ground, which they enjoyed very much. 
 
The children also participated in Bhangra, Bollywood and Folk dancing.   
 
They have been involved in inter-school competitions, for example the Swimming Gala (for all years) and Borough Sports (for Year 6).  All events 
were thoroughly enjoyable and the children were thrilled to be a part of them.   
 
A new dance club has been on offer this year.  It has been run by Combination Dance who work regularly with the school.  It has been an 
extremely popular club and the children were able to perform at the Harlequins Rugby Ground. 
 
A new yoga group has been introduced for Year 4 boys, and it is being received well.   
 
 
General  
 
We have continued with our regular extra curricular clubs: football, netball and athletics.  The children have been involved in inter-school leagues 
and have performed well.   
Pee Wee Karate has again been a popular lunchtime club with children in both Key Stages.  The children particularly enjoyed the reward 
ceremonies, which parents/carers attended. 
 
We have had another successful Rainbow Olympics sports day.  All the children were enthusiastic and keen.  It was a very enjoyable day for all 
involved. 
 
Claire Keith 
 
 

Achievements in Humanities 2009-2010 
 
 
General 
At Darell, we ensure that the curriculum is as exciting as possible. This year has been no exception. There have been many wonderful topics, 
trips, and visitors that have motivated and excited pupils. This has been evident in the wonderful class assemblies that have taken place 
throughout the year.  
 
 
KS2 
 
During the spring term, KS2 transformed their classrooms into a museum and opened their doors to parents to raise money for the Haiti Disaster. 
Year 6 took the younger children around, and their knowledge and enthusiasm on WWII was very apparent. The classrooms across the whole of 
KS2 displayed amazing 3-D artwork, D&T, Literacy and Science. This is a good example of how History and Geography are taught in such a 
cross-curricular way, gaining the most from each topic. This year, KS2 have studied a wide range of topics, for example Ancient Greeks, Africa, 
Tudors, rivers and the local area. Children were able to bring history to life during the special ‘Greek Day’ and ‘Egyptian Day’. We take advantage 
of being in an ideal location to gain easy access to the wonderful museums and places of interest London has to offer. There have been, as 
usual, many trips to the British Museum, Imperial War Museum. Locally, we have visited the National Archives, Richmond Museum, Teddington 
Lock, the Poppy Factory and Orleans House Gallery. The list is endless and there have been many more trips out, besides these. I was lucky 
enough to accompany Year 4 on their trip to the V & A and a member of the public commented on the excellent behaviour and wonderful 
sketching they were completing of the Tudor artefacts.   
 
 



 
KS1 & EYFS 
 
KS1 and Early Years have both had exciting topics throughout the year. Years 1 and 2’s topic on Castles was very popular. There were fantastic 
class assemblies around this topic and the children all visited Windsor Castle. The children came back full of excitement for all they had seen and 
learnt. KS1 also had the topic ‘An Island Home’, and they had a real life Scotsman who visited the children for a questions and answers session, 
kilt and all! Our book week topic took us all around the Caribbean exploring the different islands and listening to the Caribbean Poet Val Bloom. 
 
The Early Years have been investigating and exploring the local environment with visits to Pensford Fields, the Fire Station, a local garden and 
Kew Gardens. We have been learning about our own history and children have been encouraged to talk about the different countries they have 
lived in or visited. We have also had parents in to talk about different countries that have been very popular with the children. 
 
Teachers and children alike have enjoyed the varied topics and trips out. We all look forward to what next year has to bring! 
 
Emma Steadman 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Achievements in Art 2009-2010 
 
 
General 
We have had a successful year in Art at Darell this year. We have achieved throughout both Key Stages the Artsmark Gold. This achievement is 
not awarded lightly and demonstrates Darell’s creative and enriching curriculum and the commitment to this from all staff members.  
 
An art club has been established and runs 6 weeks each term, with children from different Key Stages taking part. The club has focused on 
specific art skills and, in the case of Years 5 and 6, we have linked the club to the end-of-year production. The art club will continue next year with 
the view to extending it from 6 weeks to 10 weeks in each term and using it to facilitate art events happening in school, for example specific 
competitions and school fairs. 
 
 
 
KS1 
 
KS1 continue to successfully embed art into their curriculum. They have produced high quality 3-D art. Examples include decorated shoes linked 
to their traditional stories topic, amazing 3-D bottle sculptures and modroc monster masks based on the text Where the Wild Things Are by 
Maurice Sendak. 
 
We continue to bring in artists to school to generate new ideas and skills for the children in KS1, for example Orleans House Gallery (Caribbean 
printing for book week); Romany Wood-Robinson a local artist (recycled mini beasts in science week) and June Peters (story telling workshop). 
 
 
KS2 
 
In KS2, we continue to promote the Arts through an enjoyable cross-curricular learning environment. This was evident in links to the works of 
established authors, including Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White; Journey to Jo’burg by Beverley Naidoo and Goodnight Mr Tom by Michelle 
Magorian. The children have created 3-D animations, dances, press printing and studied Henry Moore’s WWII images. A strong link to art is 
made through all topic work, for example stunning Tudor portraits; sarcophagi; canopic jars and headdresses and also intricate jewellery linked to 
the Aztec topic.  
 
This cross curricular learning is promoted in all our school visits and creative weeks, utilising creative arts, music, dance and design, with many 
visiting artists, for example Kate Brooke (drama workshops); John O’Brien (mosaics); Alison Harris (Stix art for science week); Richmond 
Museum and Orleans House Gallery (local area workshops). 
 
Bella Rustage 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Achievements in Design and Technology 2009-2010 
 
 
This year in Darell School, D&T has continued to be a strength. The D&T work produced is consistently of a high standard with teachers using 
resources available to create interesting and innovative work from cam toys to moving pictures. 
 
Children say they enjoy D&T especially the making part of Design and Technology. Food technology is taught very well throughout the school, 
with cooking being an important part of children's learning. 
 
Reninca Hill 
 
 
 

Achievements in Music 2009-2010 
 
Music continues to be an integral part of the creative curriculum at Darell, especially evident in the school achieving the Artsmark Gold Award this 
year. This award includes music, art, dance and drama and the school’s commitment to all the arts ensures that all pupils receive a rich and 
varied experience with cross-curricular links. 
 
 
Festivals and Celebrations 
 
Assemblies this year have included music, songs and dances in celebration of 

• Harvest Time around the world (including many different cultures and faiths)    

• Diwali (Hindu Festival of Light) 

• Christmas Concerts (KS1 and KS2) 

• Chinese New Year 

• Easter Time 
 
 
Class Assemblies 
The children greatly enjoy sharing their musical experiences with others in their class assembly performances each week, including music, 
instrumental work, songs and dances from a wide range of topics such as the Tudors, World War II, South Africa, The Caribbean, Scotland and 
Rivers. 
 
 
Choir 
The choir continues to flourish and has a large number of members across the whole age range from Reception to Year 6. The children 
performed very well in the Christmas Concert and Harvest Festival and excelled in their singing at The Rose Theatre (as part of Richmond 
Singing Festival), at Ham House (400

th
 Birthday Celebration) and at the school Summer Fair. 

 
 
Orchestra and Recorder Club 
The orchestra is growing in strength and numbers and enjoys performing on special occasions. The orchestra and the recorder club gave a short 
recital during the last week of term. 
 
 
Royal Festival Hall, London Philharmonic Orchestra, Bright Sparks Concerts 
 
In March, Year 6 children enjoyed a wonderful concert entitled, ‘Bolero, Beats and Bartok.  
 
In June, the whole of KS1 also experienced a great introduction to classical music with a seventy-five piece orchestra playing ‘Stringy Tales.’ 
 
 
Instrumental Music Lessons 
 
Many children continue to learn to play a wide variety of instruments through lessons provided by Richmond Music Trust, including piano, violin, 
guitar and singing. 
 
Drum lessons are provided by a teacher from Kew Young Musicians and this year he also began ‘Rock School’, which is very popular. 
 
The Wider Opportunities government initiative continued to give every child in Year 4 the opportunity to learn to play the guitar. In July, the 
children performed in ‘The Big Racket,’ a large concert held at St. Mary’s University College, Twickenham. 
 
 
Year 6 Leavers’ Concert 
 
Year 6 worked with great interest and enthusiasm in ‘Cinderella,’ a musical comedy, based on Roald Dahl’s ‘Revolting Rhymes’ version of the 
story. The children enjoyed acting, singing, dancing and instrumental accompaniment. They have benefited enormously from the experience of 
working with a professional choreographer, Jenny Weston, who has worked for English National Opera and Glyndebourne. There was a matinee 
and an evening performance for parents, family and friends. 
 
Lynne Holland 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Achievements in PSHE 2009-2010 
 
There has been a lot going on in the areas of ‘Personal, Social and Health Education’ this year. As coordinator, I have attended training detailing 
elements of the new ‘Healthy Schools Enhancement Model’. Although on hold since the recent election, this is an area that we will be focusing on 
further during 2010-2011. I have also been working on achieving my ‘PSHE Certification’, which aims to promote high-quality teaching in the 
classroom. I will complete this course in the next few weeks. In addition, I have continued to meet regularly with Gill Hines (Borough Advisor for 
PSHE), who has supported me with considering resources, re-writing a scheme of work and reviewing policies. 
 
As a school, we had a visit from James Hammond (Borough Travel Plan Advisor) and Debra the Zebra during a Friday assembly, where we were 
introduced to the ‘Walk on Wednesdays’ scheme. This has been implemented throughout the school, with pupils who walk to school every 
Wednesday for a month earning a badge. Linked in to this, we also welcomed a theatre company who delivered a performance entitled ‘What If It 
Rains?’ This presentation also encouraged pupils to walk to school. 
 
We were also fortunate enough to have Jenny Mosley (of Jenny Mosley Consultancies) in school for training on ‘Quality Circle-Time: Reviewing 
and Re-energizing’. She spent a day with us at Darell and gave us a wealth of fantastic ideas and resources.  
 
On the back of this, a ‘craze of the week’ assembly has been introduced, as well as playground buddies and discussions with School Council 
surrounding a new ‘Playground Code’. This code is displayed in both playgrounds. 
 
SEAL (Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning) has been fully implemented across both Key Stages: each half term begins with an 
introduction assembly (presenting the new topic), and teachers are given a list of ideas for class-based activities. The children then complete one 
or more activities with their teachers, and show the rest of their Key Stage during a ‘showing and sharing’ assembly at the end of the half term. All 
pupils are exposed to the vocabulary linked to each new topic. 
 
Year 6 SRE (Sex and Relationships Education) took place during the summer. The Borough provided a School Nurse (Chris Walker) to support 
teachers with this series of lessons. Parents have been informed, and a new resource (BBC Education DVD and accompanying pack) is being 
used. In addition, Gill Hines is running a pilot-scheme with boys in the year group. A male teacher from Orleans School (Lee Cornwall) is 
delivering a series of lessons for boys only. This has already proved very popular. 
 
Rebecca Perry 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Achievements in RE 2009-2010 
 
 
Year 1 – Rebecca Tucker, Year 1/2 – Claire Marchant 
 
Years 1 and 1/2 have participated in our whole school Chinese New Year assembly. Todd Mollonee from Duke Street Church came to visit both 
classes to talk about the meaning of Easter. A visit to the Barn Church was organised for early June to look at the stained glass windows and 
religious furniture inside a church.  
 
Year 2 – Kathryn Hayward 
 
Year 2 have prepared and enjoyed a Shabbat meal as part of their study of Judaism. They acted out the Easter Story as part of our whole school 
assembly and have visited Duke Street Church. They visited the Jewish Museum in Camden. 
 
 
Year 3 – Rachel Howard 
 
Year 3 have visited Duke Street Church to learn about the life of Jesus. At Christmas, they participated in the Samaritan Shoe Box Appeal, 
donating gifts in shoeboxes to children in the developing world.    
 
 
Year 3/4 – Bella Rustage 
 
Year 3/4 acted out and sang a traditional Diwali song as part of our whole school Diwali assembly. They have also visited Duke Street Church.  
 
 
Year 5 – Kath Green 
 
Year 5 performed extracts from the story of Diwali as part of our whole school Diwali assembly and made Diva tealight holders during their art 
sessions. As well as tasting different foods and studying artefacts associated with different world religions, Year 5 children had the opportunity to 
talk to visiting parents about their beliefs and how their religion touches their lives. 
Year 5 participated in our whole school Easter Assembly, performing ‘Spring is Here’ and showing papier-mache eggs containing plasticine 
models, depicting new life. Year 5 have visited a local synagogue and church.  
 
 
Year 6 – Anna Bayly 
 
In conjunction with their study of ‘Fairness and Justice’, Year 6 held a workshop with a magistrate in the summer term. 
 
Ruth Birrell 
Corinne Thomas 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Achievements in MFL (KS2 French) 2009-2010  
 
The most exciting development this year in MFL is the forging of a link with the primary school, Ecole Marina, in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire, West 
Africa. The first language of its students is French and so far Darell’s Year 6 children have written two letters to individual counterparts in Abidjan 
and are eagerly anticipating their second reply.  We hope to develop this link to enhance intercultural understanding and to exploit it in the future 
for many other parts of the curriculum. 
 
The French teaching for Years 3, 5 and 6 has been ably assisted by Simon Lynn, a languages undergraduate from Roehampton University. He 
has worked with individuals, small groups and whole classes and it has been good to see his teaching skills grow alongside the children’s 
enjoyment of his contribution.  
 
MFL teaching at Darell has evolved over the last five years and each KS2 class now receives 40 minutes per week of specialist teaching, 
augmented by a further 20 minutes of input by the class teachers, who have all received additional training from the Local Authority Advanced 
Skills Teachers and ongoing advice and resources from the MFL Co-ordinator. The 60 minutes per week statutory entitlement is due to come into 
force in 2011.    
 
French teaching covers speaking & listening (oracy), reading & writing (literacy), and intercultural understanding, with the cross-cutting strands of 
knowledge about language and language learning strategies. The latter provides obvious and often exploited cross-curricular opportunities. 
 
Topics are covered progressively from Year 3 to Year 6, with frequent repetition, and include the following: 
 
·  World language awareness, francophone countries 
·  Greeting people and saying goodbye, asking how someone is, answering the register, saying one’s name and asking others their name, 

counting to 20, listening and responding to classroom instructions, naming classroom objects, saying thank you, talking about ages, parts of 
the body, introducing family members, pets, today’s date, food & drink 

·  Introduction to French-speaking countries and their cultures  
·  Introduction to speaking, reading and writing words and phrases, word gender and agreement 
·  Pointing out similarities & differences between languages 
·  School subjects, sports and hobbies, where we live, weather, likes and dislikes, shopping, eating out. Numbers 40–200, telling the time, 

clothes, describing people 
 
Faith Polya 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Achievements in SEN 2009-2010  
 
This year, the number of children with SEN has increased from 53 in the 2009 autumn term to 64 by spring 2010. This was due to a number of 
reasons: new children joining mid-year with SEN needs, Y1 pupils being identified by their teachers after the spring-term assessments and 
children whose needs were being ‘monitored’ requiring more additional and different support and therefore coming onto the SEN register. Of 
these children, we currently have 13 with a statement of educational need (including children in the unit) and two undergoing statutory 
assessment. 
 
We continue to work very closely with outside agencies such as school nursing services, educational psychology, occupational therapy, speech & 
language therapy, behaviour support, the Education Welfare Officer and Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services. This year, we have also 
developed a new strand of support; through the quindrat structure we now have access to a family well-being worker and a primary mental health 
care worker. Representatives from both of these new services attended our recent multi-professional meeting and, as a consequence, we now 
have several families being supported by these agencies. 
 
SEN phase panels are held termly by the authority and attended by the SENCo; these give up-to-date information on recent legislation in SEN 
and are also a way of sharing good practice across the borough. There are also quindrat SEN meetings held termly which allow adjacent schools 
to discuss matters more relevant to their needs. This year’s SEN conference was entitled ‘Falling Over in my Mind’ and focused on autism.  
 
The Inclusion Development Programme (IDP) will this year focus on behaviour, social and emotional issues, and is being launched in the 
borough in July. Previous IDPs have included speech & language, dyslexia and autism. The programme is an on-line facility for teachers to 
access in order to create a more inclusive classroom.  


