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Usage of Grounds

Teaching and learning resource
Each phase group has been involved in planting up their own vegetable plot.

Early Years have outside areas where planting and caring for plants takes place
routinely. Our Reception class currently has a garden centre role play area.

The children have been lucky enough to have living eggs, tadpoles, visiting
rabbits and the latest addition is to be stick insects.

In the autumn term reception parents were invited to take part in a gardening day
where they transformed their garden into a beautiful interactive learning area.
Filled with plants to smell and feel, stepping stones to explore, areas for mini-
beasts to live and a planting space for the children.




Infants

Our infant planters are now brightly coloured and decorated with the children’s
artwork. Year 2 children designed thematic pictures for each of the planters.
Yellow - What can you see? [Jlll - What can you smell? [R8l - What can you
eat? A talented parent then volunteered to transfer the pictures onto the planters.

The red bed is filled with edible plants such as: black currants, redcurrants and
strawberries. A blue bed has been filled with smelly plants such as: Chives, Mint,
Sage, Rosemary and Thyme. Finally, a yellow bed is filled with pretty plants such
as: grasses, Buddleia, lavender, Marigolds, Lupins and many more.
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Raised beds

KS1 have two additional raised beds which are now home to a range of fruit and
vegetables. One bed is full of a wide variety of different tomatoes whilst the other
houses potatoes, onions and turnips as well as a fruit tree.




Juniors

We are currently taking part in a scheme whereby we were chosen, as one of 50
Eco-Schools nationwide, to plant and nurture fifty given saplings before
distributing them amongst the local community. The Pod and EDF Energy
supplied volunteers to help us plant the trees as part of ‘Green Britain Day’.

As well as helping to restore local areas, the project will enhance children’s

environmental education and offer an opportunity to participate in the restoration
of the planet.

We have a wealth of trees in our playground and to enable the children to
develop their confidence in identifying them we have created a tree identification
key. A very talented parent, researched, designed and painted large leaves
which now look fantastic attached to our newly painted planter.

We are now going to paint this planter red and attach the remaining leaves.




Pupil participation

Project work

Composting
There are currently 2 compost bins in the school grounds one in the KS1
playground and one in the wildlife area. We compost all uncooked food waste
daily.

Wormery
Foundation stage has a Wormery.

Water butt

We have installed one water butt and hope to install a lot more when building
work is complete.

Butterflies
KS1 classes looked after caterpillars and watched them turn into butterflies.

Summer fair — the children have planted different varieties of lettuce and
tomatoes which they are hoping to sell on the gardening stall.



Gardening
There is a lunchtime gardening club for infant children every Tuesday. Six
different children are chosen each week; they have been planting, watering and
weeding our beds. After school, on Tuesdays, there’s a junior gardening club
where 8 children and 2 parent gardeners meet to implement outdoor projects.



Layout of Grounds

Flower beds & borders
Nursery and reception have their own gardens maintained by the children. Infant
and junior planters are maintained by gardening club.

Conservation & wildlife areas
We currently have a small pond, bird boxes, birdfeeders, ladybird house, bee
and butterfly houses and beetle hotel.
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We have a bird box with a camera and were lucky enough to see a family of Blue
tits grow up and fly the nest.
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Vegetable plots
We have planted onions, strawberries, potatoes, peas, runner beans, beetroot,
tomatoes, spring onions, gooseberries, raspberries, black currants and rhubarb.

Just some of the harvest from autumn 2010 being enjoyed by the children.

Greenhouse
Gardening club put together our new greenhouse which has been full from the
day it arrived. We have grown the majority of our produce this year from seed.

Sensory garden
The nursery has its own smelly garden.

We also have sensory gardens in reception and KS1.
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Project work — Stag beetle hotel
Our stag beetle hotel is now accompanied by a large compost heap beneficial to
mini-beasts and small mammals.

Ponds
Our pond is in the process of being remodelled and is the summer term project
for our Gardeners.




Management

Planning co-ordination
Foundation stage staff thoughtfully integrate the garden into daily plans.

The school development plan incorporates sustainability and environmental
developments.

Eco Warriors display board informs pupils, parents and staff of updates, ideas
and initiatives.

Professional involvement

We have links with the following:
RHS Chelsea Flower Show/LCRN Reuse Scheme
Generation Green - British Gas
The London Children’s Flower Society and the Metropolitan Public
Gardens Association have allocated our school a large raised bed and the
funding to purchase plants, seeds and gardening equipment.
Homebase links-A very kind parent has nominated Darell Primary to
become the designated school for Homebase. The store wants to support
a local school by offering general products e.g. plants, feed, gardening
equipment etc.
Rhs benchmark scheme
ZWIN

Adult volunteers
We currently have adult volunteers supporting with gardening club.

Future plans

Breathing places projects

Junior Playground planter

Solar panels

Repaint infant planters

Entrance area pot design competition
Improve fundraising opportunities
Pond



